When a specialist, as far removed as a dentist is from the general practice of medicine, is called upon to deliver an address before a body of general practitioners, it behooves him to carefully select from his special sphere of labor such a subject as will be both entertaining and of value to his audience. With this object in view I shall present to you this evening, from the field of stomatology, a subject that has commanded and received my most careful and studious consideration; a diseased condition that you and I meet in every day practice; that exists in nearly all of our patients, at some period of their lives, from early childhood to hoary age; that is productive of great injury to the oral cavity and of much distress to the stomach; and that is capable of successful treatment and relief without the intervention of special practice.
With this preliminary, I ask your attention to a consideration of that pathological condition of the mucous glands of the mouth, or more especially those situated on the gingival borders, or free margins of the gums, which results in the excretion of an acrid corrosive fluid that ex- corlates the epithelium and corrodes the teeth. I shall discuss the subject under cause, appearance, results, and treatment, and will add, as illustrations, several cases from practice. I believe this condition to be due to the elimination, by these minute glands, of The paucity of internal remedies furnished by allopathy for the treatment of diseases of the mouth, and the accidental reading of a homoeopathic paper, let me into a study of the homoeopathic treatment of the mouth and -the remedies. Among the latter I found kreosotum, which in my four years' use of it has proved itself to be almost an absolute specific for the disease we are considering, and in consequence of the great frequence of the demand for it I consider it the most valuable-medicine I have at hand in the practice of dentistry. I frequently administer it with very marked benefit for several weeks before excavating decay, for filling, in very sensitive teeth. I administer it in powders, pellets, or in liquid form, from 6 x to 12 x, prescribing that form which may be most conveniently taken by each individual, in such oft-repeated doses as will secure for them the dynamic force of the drug.
In order to emphasize the above facts, I cite the following out of a great many cases that I have treated.
Case 1. Mrs. J. C. C., a prominent southern lady, came to me on June 2, 1890, to have her mouth put in order. I found several cavities in her teeth, which I filled. I also discovered an extremely acid condition of the secretions, a line of corrosion around the necks of nearly all the teeth, and a sensitiveness which was almost excruciating to the touch of the tooth-brush or wooden pick, and extremely painful when sweets were taken into the mouth. I prescribed a detergent and stimulant mouth-wash, and advised that precipitated chalk be rubbed thoroughly in between and around the teeth upon retiring at night. I continued the treatment for this condition for a year, using at times lime-water and bicarbonate of-soda washes, and occasionally inserting one or two fillings; the pain that she suffered being at no time alleviated, but always most persistent and distressing.
On June 9, 1891, a year later, having discovered my present treatment, I prescribed kreosotum in pellets, which were taken for about three weeks. In a few days after beginning the medicine she was relieved of pain, and has been comfortable ever since; and the decay of the teeth has been so arrested that it was not until July 27 
